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INEO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NBA- 11 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 
H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 
SS-15 ICA-11 /089W 

090623 301042Z/23 

R 290755Z JUN 78 
EMUSLO PEKING 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1219 
INEO AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
AMEMBASSY KABUL 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
EMEMBASSY TEHRAN 46 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 

CONEIDENTIAL PEKING 1980 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR CH IR 

SUBJ: POSSIBLE VISIT BY HUA KUO-EENG TO IRAN 

1 . WE HAVE LEARNED EROM AN IRANIAN EMBOEE HERE THAT 
TEHRAN NEWSPAPERS HAVE RECENTLY SPECULATED ABOUT THE 
POSSIBILITY OP A VISIT TO IRAN BY PRC CHAIRMAN AND 
PREMIER HUA KUO-FENG. WHILE EMBOEE REPUSED TO COMPLETELY 
CONPIRM ACCURACY OP THESE STORIES, HE INDICATED SUCH A 
VISIT WAS AT LEAST A GOOD POSSIBILITY, AND MIGHT BE 

TIMED TO COINCIDE WITH HUA'S PLANNED VISIT TO YUGOSLAVIA 
AND ROMANIA IN AUGUST. 

2. COMMENT: SUCH A VISIT SEEMS LOGICAL, GIVEN BOTH 

THE PRC'S CONCERN OVER SOUTH ASIAN DEVELOPMENTS SINCE 
THE APGHAN COUP AND ITS RECENT EPPORTS (E.G., ESTABLISH- 
MENT OP RELATIONS WITH OMAN) TO STRENGTHEN TIES WITH 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 
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MODERATE MIDDLE EASTERN COUNTRIES. IRAN'S GEOGRAPHICAL 
POSITION AND ITS ANTI-COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT WOULD BOTH 
MAKE IT, IN CHINESE EYES, A NATURAL POTENTIAL PARTNER 
IN ANY PRC MOVE TO LIMIT MOSCOW'S INFLUENCE IN WESTERN 
ASIA. 

WOODCOCK 
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